
“I had stopped going to school. It was just too hard. Last week I decided to try again ... 
It’s really because of Growing2gether.” John, aged 13

day I left; cheers and shouts 
filling the air; photographers 
click at the tunnel corner; we 
turn right and onto the Green.

The atmosphere completely 
changes with the processional 
power of men with drums; a 
pummelling rattle-tattle of 
warrior spirit to announce my 
homecoming - at last. I lift 
my arms and roar in triumph; 
then crease my eyes in tears 
of overwhelm and relief - I’ve 
done it: everyone knows, 
I’ve done it!”

We are incredibly grateful to Simon for taking on such an 
extraordinary challenge. He told us, “Running to benefit 
youngsters who have less fortuitous circumstances than mine 
seems the least I can do, and the thought of carrying and needing 
very little, while asking others to give a lot to improve the lives of 
children seems the best of affairs. I’ve always wanted to be the 
very best I can be; if I can do it, you can too!”

Thank you Simon and to all who supported him.

And if you feel inspired to take on a challenge of your own, 
please do get in touch!

On Easter Sunday 2016, Simon Clark set off to run over 5,000 
miles around the coast of mainland Britain to raise vitally 
needed funds for our work. Since then, we have followed 
him on a virtual tour of our own island and been moved by 
his determination to run day after day to help the children 
at our projects. On July 5th 2017 (his 58th birthday), Simon 
returned to a hero’s welcome.

Decked with bunting and balloons, the Green is festive as a 
crowd of people and photographers gathers in the late afternoon 
sunshine. As Simon nears, the drumming intensifies, until we hear 
the strains of the bagpipes and know that he is almost home:

“I’d imagined this moment months ago and every time I’ve burst 
into tears of joy and connection, of relief. Now I’m running with 
young Niamh’s warm right hand steadying my nerves, and, sure 

enough, as we round the 
road-corner to the droning, 
reassuring sound of Rory’s 
Irish-pipes, the tear-jerk-
rush starts; my hand rises 
to meet the people-waves, 
and I’m overcome. 

Waving and whistling, 
cheering and welcoming; a 
people’s willow arch before 
me, as happened on the 

development was very delayed: John quickly befriended him and 
they now hang out together every week.

In week 5, John worked with 
Paul to think about what could 
stop infants from learning. 
I asked if anyone wanted to 
present their findings, stressing 
they did not have to. One of the 
outcomes we aim for is for the 
young person to find their own 
comfort zone and explore how 
they can extend themselves 
and try new ways of being. 

The whole group hushed as the 
boys stood up and began to 
read out their ideas. John spoke 
clearly, facing everyone as he 
spoke. When they finished, the 
group broke into spontaneous 
clapping and noisy cheers.

Bit by bit John’s confidence has grown. He has begun initiating 
conversation and contributing his own ideas; the others in the 
group now listen to what he says; and each week he reveals a little 
more of himself: a wonderful sense of humour, thoughtfulness, 
and commitment. Best of all, John has starting attending school 
again, and has told us that he intends to continue!

At the start of 2017, we launched Growing2gether, bringing 
our mission to enable every child to reach their potential 
home to Scotland. John’s 
story, as witnessed by 
Senior Facilitator Marjie 
Beach, illustrates the power 
of the programme.

John tends to keep his 
head bowed and avoids 
eye contact. For weeks he 
avoided speaking except for a 
mumbled ‘yes’ or ‘no’. I noticed 
that his hand was shaking 
when he held a pen. In week 
3, one of the group blurted 
out that John was never in 
school and some muttered 
they thought he had left. I 
learned later that he was a 
school-refuser and had not 
attended school for months.

So it was amazing to see John come alive in the nursery; he smiled 
at the children, joined in with their imaginative play, organised 
a mini football game and helped the staff at snack time. It was 
apparent immediately that he had a natural warmth and empathy 
that surfaced when he was with children. The staff soon asked 
him to work with a 3 year-old boy whose social and emotional 
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How Does Growing2gether Work?
• We work with secondary schools to identify young 

people who are struggling to engage with their learning, 
for reasons ranging from bullying to problems at home. 

• The teenagers are offered a chance to mentor nursery 
infants who could benefit 
from one-to-one attention. 

• As they learn to support 
their mentee’s own learning, 
the teens gain volunteering 
experience, become part of 
the nursery team and start 
to realise that they have a 
valuable contribution to make 
to their community. 

• During group time, they work with trained facilitators to 
build emotional intelligence and social skills. 
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5,173 miles, 341 days, £20,000 (& rising) - Simon Is Home!

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/justaLittleRun
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DaW7I4CMhe4&feature=youtu.be
http://www.ecologia.org.uk/projects/growing2gether/growing2gether-what-we-do/



