
MAKING A 
SPLASH Ben 
has become a 
sensation on 
the surfing 
circuit 

Ben has 
Scot what 
it takes 
to be  
a surf 

champ
A SCOTS schoolboy 
is riding on the crest 
of a wave as he 
prepares to represent 
his country in the 
World Junior Surfing 
championships.

Ben Larg, 11, who 
is just 4ft 2in tall 
and weighs in at 
just 28kg, started 
surfing when he 
was just three 
years old.

The fearless 
youngster, who 
thinks nothing of 
riding through 
waves three 
times his own 

WATER FAMILY Ben with his mum and dad and two sisters
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Olympic dream in danger 
after condition is reclassified

Swimming spokeswoman 
said: “The way the review is 
carried out has changed and 
the outcome has meant, for 
the time being, she has lost 
her SB9 classification.

“Erraid will be reviewed 
again and will be either  
reinstated or, if they find the 
same outcome, the line will 
be drawn under it.”

c.gall@dailyrecord.co.uk

Swim star faces Rio ban for 
not being disabled enough

SCOTS swimming star 
Erraid Davies’ dreams of 
Rio could be in tatters 
after being told she’s no 
longer disabled enough 
to qualify.

The 15-year-old now faces 
a make-or-break review in 
Germany in a bid to keep her 
Olympic hopes alive.

She was in line to compete 
in the Paralympics 2016 in 
Brazil this September until 
officials decided last week 
she is no longer disabled 
enough to participate.

The Shetland teenager 
became the sporting darling 
of Scotland when she won 
bronze at the Glasgow 2014 
Commonwealth Games.

Erraid took up swimming 
aged four to help ease the 
pain caused by a hip disorder 
known as Perthes’ disease.

Her disability has been 
reclassified by International 
Paralympic Committee 
judges. Yesterday a Scottish 
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IN LIMBO  Erraid Davies 
could be out of the Olympics

Marti, 42, mum Iona, 
32, and sisters  
Robyn, nine, and Lily 
six, all enjoy the sport.

Ben, whose hero is 
American 
professional surfer 
Kelly Slater, said: “ I 
want to be as good 
as him. I would like to 
do it professionally 
but I need someone 
to sponsor me. It’s 
good fun, I just love 
the water.”

Despite the  
cold waters of the 
Hebrides, Ben hasn’t 
been put off. He said: 
“You get used to it.”

height, is training to 
compete against the 
world’s best.

He will head to 
Portugal for the 
world championships 
in September, as part 
of the Scottish team 
who will take on 
youngster’s from 
surfing hotspots like 
Hawaii.

Surfing is a  
family affair for Ben, 
who lives on the isle 
of Tiree and takes  
to the water almost 
every day, right 
through till 
November. His dad, 

RUNNER  Simon Clark

Simon is 
coasting it 
for charity
CHARITY runner Simon 
Clark is spending a year 
running 5000 miles anti-
clockwise around the coast 
of Britain.

But he hopes to take 
breaks during the journey 
– to run in the Moscow and 
Nairobi marathons.

The 56-year-old architect 
from the Morayshire eco-
community, the Findhorn 
Foundation, hopes to raise 
at least £10,000 for neglected, 
abused and vulnerable  
children in Russia, Kenya, 
Uganda and Myanmar in 
south-east Asia.

He hopes to cover 15 to 
20 miles a day depending on 
his stamina and the weather.

Simon said: “If we can’t 
give all the children of the 
world the best start possible, 
we have to wonder what 
we’re doing here.”
z You can donate at http://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
fund/justaLittleRun

CHARLIE GALL
c.gall@dailyrecord.co.uk

BONDED  Myleene Klass

Myleene: I 
love being a 
single mum
MYLEENE Klass admits she 
now loves being a single 
mother and is “completely 
bonded” with her daughters.

The TV presenter was 
married to Graham Quinn 
until 2013 and has said the 
divorce “rocked my whole 
existence”.

Klass, 38, said: “I am a 
single mother. I provide for 
my girls, I feed them, I look 
after them. I think there are 
a lot of women in a similar 
position. You think it’s better 
to be with someone – but 
the reality is it’s not better.

“You think it’s a catastrophe 
that the relationship has 
ended, but it isn’t at all.

“In the first few months, I 
hated those moments when 
the girls were in bed and I 
was on my own. I worried 
that all decisions were mine.

“It took me a while to 
realise that, actually, I love 
that. Me and my girls are a 
unit, we are strong, we are 
completely and utterly 
bonded.”


