
Rose Mugenyi scoops up children whose 
families are unable to look after them and 
welcomes them into her home. They go to 
Sky Is The Limit school and now have hope 
for a bright future. Rose is able to feed, 
clothe and educate the children, thanks to 

the support of child sponsors like Carolyn. 

Carolyn met Sarah, the child she sponsors 
when she volunteered at Sky Is The Limit. Sarah 
had had a difficult start in life. As Rose recalls, 
“Sarah’s mother was nursing her bedridden 
father and was unable to provide for Sarah’s 
basic needs. Sometimes they ate a single meal 
in a day and often slept on an empty stomach. 
Because Sarah loved school very much, she 
tried to keep attending but she was always 
unhappy and hungry.” 

Since Carolyn started sponsoring Sarah, her 
school performance has improved. In her 
primary leaving exam results, she was one 
of the best candidates and in secondary 
school her performance is promising. Says 
Rose, “We can’t fail to thank Carolyn for 
what she has done for Sarah.”

Carolyn says: “It is a joy for me to sponsor 
Sarah, particularly as I have met her and 
understand what a bright girl she is. Her 
situation would have made it impossible for 
her to continue with her education. Now she 
will have the opportunity to become a confident 
young lady, able to hold her own in the ever 
changing country in which she lives.”

Sky Is The Limit School

Become a sponsor and make a difference to a child’s life every day: contact info@ecologia.org.uk

This spring, Ecologia trustee Gail Shaw visited our eco-farming 
project at Myanmar’s beautiful Inle Lake. She writes:

My jaw dropped as I looked at 
thousands of tiny seedlings, 
shaded from the heat and grown 
by a young organic farmer near 
Inle Lake. Htun Lwin organises our 
eco-farming extension training 
in remote villages in the Pekhon 
district, and grows coffee, avocado, 
jackfruit, and peppers as a model 
to inspire other young farmers.  

Visiting Myanmar after Year 2 of a Big Lottery grant, which 
supports youth in eco-farming training and social enterprise, felt 
like rooting for David versus Goliath. Global corporations have 
invaded, promoting chemical fertilisers, pesticides and GM seeds, 
which lead many farmers into a cycle of debt and dependency.
 

Ecologia, together with the Kalyana Mitta Foundation (KMF), 
has helped to create a small revolution. With 34 youth groups 
and over 2000 members, KMF has developed trainings to spread 
organic agriculture throughout the region. In the Inle Lake 
district, 60 young farmers have been taught organic methods of 

plant production, making fertilisers 
from banana juice and molasses, and 
pesticides from chillies, ginger, and 
vinegar. At one experimental plot 
we saw over 80 varieties of fruit and 
vegetables, before enjoying a delicious 
lunch in the eco-café created and run 
by the farming cooperative. 

With our guide, Stephen Tino, we visited a sacred community 
forest and stopped to pray at a little stone temple dedicated to 
the nat (nature spirit) of the forest. Nearby, eco-farming alumni 
had developed a tree nursery with an initial investment of $600 
for 50,000 seedlings. They sell half the trees and plant the rest.

“Throwing waste is a shameful act, and picking up waste is a 
noble act”, said one trainee. In Pekhon, the village youth have 
developed a waste management programme, providing waste 
collection from each home for a small fee. The villagers are open 
to organic methods and imagine being able to counter the huge 
billboards promoting chemicals with their own 
signs promoting organic practices. 

Small is truly beautiful in Myanmar. 

Sponsoring a Child in UgandaNew Sponsors for IPI, Kenya

Inle Lake, Myanmar - A Small Revolution

Anne

International Peace Initiative’s Kithoka Amani 
Community Home is home to over 30 orphans and 
children whose parents are unable to care for them.

Anne’s parents died when she was a child, leaving 
her alone with a 6 year-old brother. She struggled 
to find money to buy food and pay their rent, let 
alone go to school. Often, she and her brother 
went hungry until elderly women intervened to 
provide her with food and protection from men 
in the neighbourhood. They were brought to 
KACH and now Anne is in Primary 7. 

KACH is a homely place, set in beautiful grounds 
created from the wasteland it was built upon, 
but raising children is a huge commitment. Child 
sponsors help IPI to pay for the basics that every 
child needs to thrive. Equally importantly, they 
embody one unique person in the world who is 
there just for the child; a ‘godparent’ who takes a 
personal interest in their progress and well-being. 

This year we are delighted to welcome 6 new 
sponsors, including a group from Hong Kong! IPI’s 
founder, Dr Karambu Ringera, is thrilled to be 
building a connection with the East: “I wondered 
how to expose our children to the ‘other’ world so they 
know they are real people who love others although 
we are of different faiths, and that we worship the 
same ‘Essence’. This is perfect!”

And how does Anne feel? In April she wrote to 
her sponsor in Hong Kong: “I feel so good when 
I’m writing letters to you. Thank you for the support 
you have given me. I’m grateful. May God bless you.”

Geometry sets from Hong Kong
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